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Using Bowker’s Book Analysis System (BBAS) 

(revised August 2014) 

 

About  

BBAS is an online tool that allows you to easily compare the titles owned by Trexler 

Library against those listed in Resources for College Libraries (RCL), which is the 

premier recommendation list for college libraries. The resource includes over 85,000 

titles in 117 subjects. The hand-selected list is continuously updated with the input of 

over 400 subject editors, bibliographers and referees. The list consists mostly of 

books (print and electronic) but other formats are included.  

Go to: Selection policy for RCL  

 

How to use BBAS or learn more about it 

You must have access to the internet. On- or off-campus, follow these instructions: 

1. Go to: http://www.bbanalysis.com 

2. The menu you will see on the left links to more information and to BBAS itself 

3. To use BBAS, click on the first link, "Access Book Analysis System" 

4. Login as  Username: general 

 Password: logmein 

5. On the next screen, you will see: 

 

 

6. You should now see this screen. Please make the selections listed in a, b: 

 

a. Your File: choose the most recent file from the drop down list 

b. Subject Classification System: Choose how you would like to see 

the books grouped: by academic subject (RCL), by Dewey Numbers, or 

by LC (Library of Congress Numbers) 

Check  

this box 

and  
click “Go” 

a 

b 

http://muhlenberg.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://www.rclweb.net/HomePage.aspx
http://www.bowker.com/en-US/products/rcl/learn_more/selection_policy.html
http://www.bbanalysis.com/
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c.  Optionally, you may add any other limits available. 

d. When finished, click  

 

7. You should now see a table with 5 columns. “Core Titles” means titles 

recommended in RCL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Column 1: Dewey/RCL/LC Classification: shows the list of subjects 

for the subject class you chose.  

Column 2: Core Titles in Library: a count of RCL recommended titles 

that owned by Trexler Library for the subject area.  

Column 3: Core Titles NOT in Library: a count of those titles that 

recommended by RCL but are NOT owned by Trexler Library for the 

subject area. 

Column 4: Total # of Core Titles: the fourth column is a count of the 

total number of RCL recommended titles for the subject area. 

Column 5: % of Core Titles Held: the fifth column represents the 

percentage of titles owned by Trexler Library. 

 

 

 

 

8. Optionally, you can set limits to show only titles that meet certain criteria. To 

reset/change limits, you must first “Clear” your previous limits. 

Set 
limits 

here 
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9. Drill down to more specific subjects by clicking on the "+" in the left column. 

This will expand the listing to the second level. For some subject areas, you 

will see another plus, which means you can drill down to a third level.  

 

10. The numbers in the columns are hyperlinked. The link takes you to a title list 

including detailed results for each title included in the count. On the detailed 

results page, you can:  

a. Sort the list by any of the column headings. Click on the column 

heading to sort. To reverse the order of the list, click on the column 

heading again after the initial sort finishes.  

b. Limit the number of fields that display for the results page. Simply 

uncheck the boxes of the fields you don’t wish to display on this page 

and click GO. 

 

 

11. In the detailed results, each title is hyperlinked to a fuller record in Books in 

Print where you will find a description of the item, reviews (if available), and 

other information.  

 

Click 

title to 

go to 

Books 

in Print 

infor-
mation 
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Download a list to Excel 

You can download any of the lists to save in an Excel file on your computer. Click 

on the link which is near the top of the screen on the right side. 

Follow the pop-up box instructions to save or open the file on your computer. 

 
Tip: By clicking on the bullet () next to the “+”, you can break out a subject into its 

own tab/window and see grand totals for that subject. The search limit options will 

not be available in this breakout. 

 

Main display 

 

 

 

Breakout display 

 


